
General OSCE Provisions on Internally Displaced Persons

Maastricht Ministerial Meeting – Decision No. 4, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination (2003)

13. Takes into account the UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement as a useful
framework for the work of the OSCE and the endeavors of participating States in dealing
with internal displacement;

Maastricht Ministerial Meeting – Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti
within the OSCE Area (2003)

VII. Roma and Sinti in crisis and post-crisis situations

The participating States have an obligation to ensure that, even in crisis and post crisis situations,
all the fundamental rights, including the rights of refugees deriving from relevant international
instruments, in particular the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967
Protocol, are secured without discrimination. They take into account the UN Guiding Principles on
Internal Displacement as a useful framework for the work of the OSCE and their endeavours in
dealing with internal displacement.

Recommended action by participating States:

107. Consult Roma and Sinti populations when defining crisis situations in order to facilitate
adequate procedures and to identify specific geographical areas from which refugees and
internally displaced persons flee, as well as to ensure that the specific situation of Roma and
Sinti people are addressed.

108. Ensure that Roma and Sinti populations in a forced displacement situation (refugees and
IDPs) are duly registered and provided with the relevant documents. 

109. The participating States should ensure that programmes are in place to promote informed
choice regarding the decision of Roma and Sinti refugees and IDPs concerning durable
solutions to their situations, including the exercise of their right to safe, decent and
sustainable return. Such programmes should provide concrete information regarding each
subject of concern to refugees and IDPs and should be made available in the relevant
languages.

110. Ensure that Roma and Sinti refugees are treated in accordance with the relevant international
norms and standards of protection, and in a non-discriminatory manner.



Porto Ministerial Meeting (2002)

4. We welcome the development of and look forward to the implementation of initiatives aimed
at enhancing regional co-operation on issues related to refugees and internally displaced
persons and encourage additional steps by the countries concerned to facilitate sustainable
solutions to their plight, including the full exercise of their rights to return home and to
repossess their properties throughout the region. 

Charter for European Security (1999)

22. We reject any policy of ethnic cleansing or mass expulsion. We reaffirm our commitment
to respect the right to seek asylum and to ensure the international protection of refugees as
set out in the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, as
well as to facilitate the voluntary return of refugees and internally displaced persons in
dignity and safety. We will pursue without discrimination the reintegration of refugees and
internally displaced persons in their places of origin.

In order to enhance the protection of civilians in times of conflict, we will seek ways of
reinforcing the application of international humanitarian law.

Lisbon Concluding Document (1996)

10. Against the background of recent refugee tragedies in the OSCE region and taking into
account the issue of forced migration, we again condemn and pledge to refrain from any
policy of “ethnic cleansing” or mass expulsion. Our States will facilitate the return, in safety
and in dignity, of refugees and internally displaced persons, according to international
standards. Their reintegration into their places of origin must be pursued without
discrimination. We commend the work of the ODIHR Migration Advisor and express
support for his continuing activities to follow up on the Programme of Action agreed at the
May 1996 Regional Conference to address the problems of refugees, displaced persons,
other forms of involuntary displacement and returnees in the relevant States.

Stockholm Meeting of the CSCE Council (1992)

The increasing problem of refugees and displaced persons is an issue of major concern to all
participating States, particularly in conflicts where the fulfilment of basic human needs is most at
risk. The Ministers deplored the plight of civil populations most affected in such conflicts and called
on all participating States to contribute to a concerted effort to share the common burden. All
Governments are accountable to each other for their behaviour towards their citizens and towards
their neighbours. Individuals are to be held personally accountable for war crimes and acts in
violation of international humanitarian law.


